Fourth Sunday of Easter
Daily Morning Prayer Rite Two
Sunday, April 26, 2026

PROCESSIONAL HYMN Hail, thou once despis'd Jesus (In Babilone) (H 495)
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OPENING SENTENCE
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!

CONFESSION OF SIN
Let us confess our sins to God.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

The Invitatory and Psalter

	Officiant
	Lord, open our lips.

	People
	And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.


 
Officiant and People
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

ANTIPHON
Officiant: Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People: O come let us worship. Alleluia.

INVITATORY S 35 Venite (White) (BCP p. 80)
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 Psalm 23 Unison
 1The LORD is my shepherd; *
  I shall not be in want.
 2He makes me lie down in green pastures *
  and leads me beside still waters.
 3He revives my soul *
  and guides me along right pathways for his Name’s sake.
 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
 I shall fear no evil; *
  for you are with me;
  your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
 5You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; *
  you have anointed my head with oil,
  and my cup is running over.
 6Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, *
  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Word

FIRST READING:
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
42They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.
  43Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. 44All who believed were together and had all things in common; 45they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 
	Reader
	Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.

	People
	Thanks be to God.


 


SECOND READING:
A Reading from the First letter of Peter.
19It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. 20If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do right and suffer for it, you have God’s approval. 21For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps.
 22“He committed no sin,
  and no deceit was found in his mouth.”
23When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 25For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 
	Reader
	Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.

	People
	Thanks be to God.
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THIRD READING:
A Reading from John.
[Jesus said,] 1“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them.
  7So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” 
	Reader
	Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.

	People
	Thanks be to God.


 
REFLECTION    Music: "What a friend we have in Jesus" written by Joseph M. Scriven 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

	Officiant
	The Lord be with you.

	People
	And also with you.

	Officiant
	Let us pray.


 
SUFFRAGES
V. Help us, O God our Savior;
R. Deliver us and forgive us our sins.
V. Look upon your congregation;
R. Give to your people the blessing of peace.
V. Declare your glory among the nations;
R. And your wonders among all peoples.
V. Do not let the oppressed be shamed and turned away;
R. Never forget the lives of your poor.
V. Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you;
R. And your favor to those who are true of heart.
V. Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning;
R. So shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Hear us Lord as we lift our voices in common cause saying, Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
We pray for the church universal, that the circumstances of this world will lead us into new ways of being the good dream of God; a body of people who love and serve God and neighbor. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
We pray for our nation, and all nations, that we might live in health, safety, and peace. We pray for those who govern, that they keep the needs of all people as their first priority; and that truth and mercy are their closest companions. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
We pray for the poor, the hungry and the marginalized and for those whose life’s work is to help them with basic needs and the ability to thrive. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
We pray for our unique situations and needs. For health, for the safety and happiness of our families, for our coworkers, friends, neighbors. We pray especially for those things that bring us fear or anxiety, asking that we might shed our concerns and be at peace. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
We pray for those who suffer sickness or debility, that they might know healing and wholeness. Especially we pray forPaul, Bonnie, Debbie, Mark, Mary, Danielle, Linda, Pam, Donna, Patty, Joe, Al, Ginger, Barry, Laura, Stephanie, Marilyn, Nancy, Bill, Diane, Nana Jo, Patricia K., Alec, David, Michael H., Sue and Catherine. 
For the men and women serving our country in the armed forces, especially: Mitchell, Michael, Ethan, Emily, Alan, Chris, Chelsey, the 200thRed Horse Squadron, and the 983rdArmy Combat Engineer Battalion.  
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray in thanksgiving for this life and, in faith, for the life to come. Bless the dying with your grace and welcome. Grant us also the hope of heavenly reunion in the age to come. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
God of love; you know our needs greater than we know them ourselves; hear us and answer us as you have always done and clothe us in your loving grace that we might fully be your son’s continuing work in the world; and all this through Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirt, One God, now and always. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

COLLECT OF THE DAY
O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when we hear his voice we may know him who calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

PEACE
ANNOUNCEMENTS
OFFERTORY




OFFERTORY HYMN The King of love my shepherd is (St. Columba) (H 645)
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COLLECT FOR PEACE
O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life and to serve you is perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies; that we, surely trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of any adversaries; through the might of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYER FOR MISSION
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before you for all members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

THE GENERAL THANKSGIVING
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up our selves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A PRAYER OF ST. CHRYSOSTOM
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen.
RECESSIONAL HYMN Good Christians all, rejoice and sing (Gelobt sei Gott) (H 205) [image: Click to get the full file (Good Christians all, rejoice and sing 1 (Staff).tif):  (Staff)]
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CONCLUDING VERSICLE 
Let us bless the Lord, alleluia, alleluia.
Thanks be to God, alleluia, alleluia.

CONCLUDING SENTENCE
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. Romans 15:13
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